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MEDIA MOGUL MO ABUDU JOINS  
SUMMIT SERIES KEYNOTE LINEUP AT THE  

BANFF WORLD MEDIA FESTIVAL 
 
Toronto, Canada – March 11, 2020 – The Banff World Media Festival (BANFF) is proud to announce CEO of 
EbonyLife Mo Abudu as a keynote speaker for its BANFF Summit Series, a premium lineup featuring the boldest 
voices and the world’s most influential media leaders. The Festival will take place June 14-17, 2020 at the Fairmont 
Banff Springs Hotel in Banff, Alberta, Canada.   
 
“The festival is honoured to host Mo Abudu,” said Jenn Kuzmyk, Executive Director of the Banff World Media 
Festival.  “She is a bold and visionary leader in international media and an inspirational figure for entrepreneurs in 
our sector. In particular we know that her words will be important and guiding for the participants of our new 
BANFF Spark Accelerator for Women in the Business of Media program which empowers and trains women who 
are launching and growing their own companies within the screen-based industries.”  
 
“I am really pleased to be a part of BANFF this year,” said Mo Abudu, founder and CEO of EbonyLife Media. 
“Launching and developing a media company can be extremely daunting, therefore I am grateful for the 
opportunity to inspire women who are participating in the Spark Accelerator program. As a film and television 
studio based in Nigeria, it has been critical for us to tell our own stories, rather than reinforce the outdated images 
of Africa perpetuated by Western media. I hope that by sharing my experience, these women will be encouraged to 
shape their own narratives, forge ahead and keep fighting until they win.” 
 
Launched last year in celebration of the Festival’s 40th anniversary, the BANFF Summit Series is a curated, future-
focused lineup of keynote sessions.  This powerful speaker roster will feature the global players who are shaping 
the future of the media industry. As previously announced, Netflix’s Chief Content Officer Ted Sarandos is also 
confirmed as a keynote speaker at BANFF this year.  
 
Mosunmola “Mo” Abudu (Nigeria), broadcaster, entrepreneur and philanthropist hailed as “Africa’s Queen of 
Media” by CNN, is the CEO of EbonyLife. Abudu oversees all six divisions of EbonyLife Media, which includes 
EbonyLife TV, EbonyLife Films, EbonyLife ON, EbonyLife Studios, EbonyLife Productions Limited (UK) and 
EbonyLife Place, Nigeria’s first luxury lifestyle and entertainment resort.  She is also the Executive Producer, 
Creator and Hostess of the talk show “Moments with Mo”, which over the years has attracted internationally 
renowned guests to include Hillary Clinton, Christine Largarde as well as African Presidents to include 
Muhammadu Buhari, Goodluck Jonathan, Olusegun Obasanjo and Paul Kagame. In 2018, the University of 
Westminster awarded Mo an honorary degree of Doctor of Arts, in recognition of her outstanding services to 
broadcasting and enterprise in Nigeria. In the same year, Abudu was appointed a Director of the International 
Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, the organization responsible for staging the world-famous International 
Emmy Awards and in 2019, she chaired the 47th International Emmy Awards Gala. Abudu was named on The 
Powerlist 2018, an annual list of the UK's top 100 most influential people of African and Caribbean heritage. She 
was one of 4 honourees to receive the 2019 Médailles d’Honneur in Cannes at MIPTV.  
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BANFF is a premium marketplace and conference, an intimate space where unparalleled access, creative 
inspiration and expert insight combine to launch fresh content and new business strategies. For over 40 years, 
BANFF has welcomed the best and brightest media minds on the planet to Canada’s majestic Rocky Mountains. The 
festival has grown into a must-attend annual event where moguls, producers, creatives and industry stakeholders 
along with broadcasters and digital media companies tackle issues and trends, forge relationships and nurture 
partnerships in one of the world’s most stunning landscapes. 
 

### 
 
About BANFF Spark 
With support from Western Economic Diversification Canada, BANFF Spark offers training, mentorship, and 
investor connections to women entrepreneurs ready to grow or launch their own businesses in the screen -
based industries. At its core, the program has a strong mandate to champion diversity and is designed to 
advance gender equality across the media sector, bolstering the economic success of all women, including 
women of colour, Indigenous women, women with disabilities, LGBTQ2+ women, and non -binary 
individuals. BANFF Spark aims to address a systemic gap in gender equality and representation, including 
that of intersectionality by providing essential opportunities and resources to help build significantly more 
women-owned and women-led businesses that excel both domestically and across the global media 
industry. 

About the Banff World Media Festival 
The Banff World Media Festival is one of the world's most important gatherings of entertainment industry 
executives and creators, dedicated to content development, production, broadcast and distribution within TV and 
digital media. BANFF provides a platform for the evolving media industry to develop its creative and business 
objectives. It serves as a leading destination for coproduction and co-venture partners and is an unparalleled 
marketplace for over 1500 international decision-makers to connect with new partners, learn from industry 
leaders and execute new business deals. The 41st annual BANFF World Media Festival will take place June 14-17, 
2020 at the Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel in Banff, Alberta, Canada. 
 
Attracting over 250 international buyers and delegates from more than 25 countries including a wide-ranging 
cross-section of television and digital media professionals, BANFF delivers a comprehensive examination of the 
opportunities and challenges facing the screen industries through keynotes from global leaders, contentious panel 
discussions, pre-booked meetings with industry decision-makers, expert forecasts, celebrity Master Classes, 
networking, critical case studies and more. 
 
For more information on the Banff World Media Festival, click here.  
 
@banffmedia  
#BANFF2020  
#BANFFRockies2020 
 
For media inquiries, please contact: 
Pam Wilson 
Ink Media Corporation 
Tel: 818 495 3800 
Email: Pam.wilson@inkmediacorp.com  
 
 

http://banffmediafestival.playbackonline.ca/2020/

